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Update on Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion

Recently, CASA has been focusing on improving Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion, both on the level of staff and the level of

program.

The DEI Committee has a work plan through the end of the
calendar year that includes two key components:

1. Identifying best practice in demographic data collection
and collecting that from key constituencies.

2. Developing a list of strategic partnerships to approach
about collaboration, and developing partnerships with at

least two of those.

They also presented a diversity training for our Board and
Ambassador Board at the annual meeting in September, and
will hold a day-long training for staff regarding institutional

equity in November. 

Additionally, Knowing Who You Are anti-bias training was
conducted in the first week of October for a class of 24 CASAs

and staff. 

Kudos for CASA's Service

https://www.facebook.com/casahelpskids
http://www.casahelpskids.org/golf-classic/
http://www.casahelpskids.org/ponzisummerconcert/


Kudos are small shout outs from CASA Supervisors to highlight
the extraordinary work of CASA volunteers. Thank you to all
CASAs for your dedication and hard work!

"Kristi Ebert always willing to come help at CASA events and
carries more than one case at a time. She doesn't back down to

DHS and will fight to the finish for her kids who all love her."
- Jim Perillo, CASA Supervisor- Washington County

"A nod of appreciation to CASA Kathryn Howard-Mazie as
Referee Knofler proclaimed September 14 as CASA Saves the

Day in court. Kathryn's report recommendations strongly
differed from the DHS permanency plan of adoption by

recommending APPLA for one child and guardianship for
another. Referee Knofler said that "CASA always gets it right"

and ordered the change of plan for the kids. Thank you Kathryn
for always communicating what your CASA kiddos needs are

with such grace. You are so appreciated." 
-Debi Sakamoto, Lead CASA Supervisor- Multnomah County

"Special shout out to Deanna Seibold- thank you for your grace,
compassion, and nonstop dedication during a very difficult time
for your CASA youth. Your unwavering support and kindness is

unparalleled. You have been the one consistent adult in her life
and, for this, we cannot thank you enough."  

-Jeni Bennett, Program Manager - Multnomah County

"Maryanne Andrews has three cases and is on top of everyone,
she has traveled over 100 miles to spend time with her child.

She found one runaway girl and talked her back home. She has
had one case for six years she doesn't give up."

-Jim Perillo, CASA Supervisor - Washington County

"Kudos go to CASA Eloise Koehler for going above and beyond in
advocating for her youth! She got thrown into the case during a

very tumultuous time and she handled herself with poise and
clearly expressed deep care for the family. She has been

thorough and organized and all the parties have noticed and
repeatedly thanked her for her great work. Way to go, Eloise!

We're so glad you're on the case!" 
-Anna Abraham, CASA Supervisor - Multnomah County

"Kudos to CASA Kathy Brooks for consistently and
tirelessly advocating for your CASA girls in a very
complex case. You have shown creativity in problem-
solving housing barriers and have had an awareness
of details that affect the girls when others have
overlooked them. I so appreciate your passion for
helping the girls to cope with the challenges of
uncertainty and tenacity in encouraging their team
to collaboratively rally around them as well."
-Heather Canby, CASA Supervisor - Multnomah
County

"Kudos to CASA Leslie Yeargers for following your gut



and advocating staunchly and against all odds for a
father-daughter relationship that you believe in so
strongly! You bring patience, respect, and warmth to
every interaction you have which sets an example for
others to follow. You are appreciated by many!"
-Carrie Sargavakian, CASA Supervisor - Multnomah
County

Upcoming Events

TOY DRIVE 2017
In mid to late December, CASA will once again
be participating in the Toy Drive led by Fox 12

and Les Schwab! In 2016, we served nearly 500
children with over 1,700 toys. We will be

accepting toy donations, and will also need the
help of volunteers. Email Maddie at

mbarto@casahelpskids.org if you are
interested!

GEAR UP FOR GIVE!GUIDE
CASA is so excited to be participating in

Willamette Week's Give!Guide again this year!
The campaign kicks off on November 1st, and
we will be sending out more details as we get

closer. During the campaign, giving done
through Give!Guide will be incentivized,

meaning you could win all sorts of cool prizes
while helping CASA reach our fundraising goals!
Check https://giveguide.org/coming-soon/

for details as they become available.

27TH ANNUAL AUCTION
Our 27th Annual Auction will be held on Friday,
April 6, 2018 at the Portland Art Museum. Save
the dates will be going out in November, so stay

posted for more information! Last year, this
event raised over $769,000 in valuable revenue
towards CASA's mission. We hope you can join

us on this fun and exciting evening!

6TH ANNUAL BOWL-A-THON
We are in the midst of planning next year's
Bowl-a-Thon, which will be in June of 2018.

CASA’s Ambassador Board, featuring young
professionals representing Oregon’s top

business and corporate interests, organize and
run this event. Throughout the day, bowlers will

enjoy food and drink, raffle prizes and several
lanes of bowling thanks to generous corporate

sponsors and friends of CASA.

CASA Summer Recap
24th Annual CASA Golf Tournament

https://giveguide.org/coming-soon/


Thank you to Fred Meyer Jewelers for your partnership in the 24th Annual CASA Golf Classic, which
raised over $215,000 in support of CASA's mission. A huge thank you as well to all of our wonderful

guests and sponsors who made the day so much fun!

Portland Soul Under the Stars at Ponzi Vineyards

Thank you to everyone who attended this fun evening at the beautiful Ponzi Vineyards, featuring a
performance by King Louie & Friends! We raised over $26,000 in valuable revenue supporting

CASA's work. We hope to see you next year!

Oregon International Air Show

We were lucky enough this year to have the opportunity to send CASA kiddos and their families to
attend the Oregon International Airshow! Attendees got to talk with pilots, see aircrafts up close,

and enjoy a spectacular fireworks display.



Did You Hear?

CASA received a $20,000 grant from
The Clark Foundation for the 2018

Child Advocacy Growth project!

CASA for Children was selected by Oregon
Business Magazine as one of Oregon's 100 Best

Nonprofits of 2017! Our staff attended a dinner
at the Sentinel Hotel in Portland, where CASA
was honored. This is the third year in a row we

have received this recognition.

On September 7th, CASA joined 138 local
nonprofits at Pioneer Courthouse Square for

the Standard’s 9th annual Volunteer Expo. The
largest event of it’s kind in Portland, the Expo

connects those eager to make a positive
impact in their communities with a wide range

of service opportunities. 



Ambassador Board Spotlight:
Ashlynn Koivisto

I joined the CASA for Children Ambassador Board because I was
involved in Safe Families for Children and was exposed to the
huge need for volunteers and general awareness revolving
around the foster care system. I wanted to get involved on a
Board and program that had a direct and positive impact on
the foster care system and the kids within it. 
 
Safe Families for Children helps to keep kids out of the foster
care system. My husband and I are a Host Family – meaning
when there is a need that arises in the community, we are
contacted to take kids into our home for various amounts of
time. This program steps in before there is abuse or neglect
and helps provide temporary help and relief for parents and
guardians to ensure the situation doesn't result in abuse or
neglect. Most of the time, after the hosting the kids end up
back with their parents rather than in the foster system.
 
As a CASA Ambassador Board Member and Host Family for Safe Families for Children, my heart has
softened to the less fortunate and my eyes have been opened to the hurt that is happening in our
community. With all of the attention that goes to the hurt happening outside of this country, it is
easy to forget there are unmet needs right in our local communities. You don’t have to leave the
country to help meet others’ needs or to show love and hospitality. While living in the suburbs my
husband and I began to notice how we were living in “bubble.” It dawned on us that it is far too easy
in the busyness of life to get inward focused. Opening up our homes and hearts to children in need
has helped us to stop spending so much time focusing solely on our own selfish comforts.

Click here to learn more about the Ambassador Board!

Congrats Recent CASA Grads!

Front row (from left): Pamela Edens, Connie Pickett, Mimi Burkholder, Joanne Austin, Miracle Tumi
Swigart-Johnson, Maryam Bolouri, Kathaline Rollins, Adrienne Fischl, Pramela Reddi, Ref. Dave

Knofler; Back row (from left): Jamie Donegan, John Anderson, Mary Ann Barham, Heather Johnson,
Kell Fox; Not pictured: Theodora Lenihan

http://www.casahelpskids.org/ambassador-board/


Welcome CASA Board of Directors Members:
Quincy Heard & Janie Spurgeon

Quincy Heard is the
Founder and CEO of
Summit Golf Foundation.
He hopes to address the
behavioral and educational
needs of foster children
through equipping young
people to excel in life
through the game of golf.

Janie Spurgeon is the
Vice President of
Development at the
Community Foundation of
SW Washington. Ms.
Spurgeon has extensive
experience in major and
planned giving strategies
and initiatives, which she

brings to CASA.


